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    This is going to be a unique report in that it is my introductory report in a new job and a “lame duck” report 
in that I will not be continuing as President after the September Conference.  As most of you are aware, I 
took over when Barbara Walters recently resigned.  I was indeed fortunate when Edna Gaston agreed to 
assume my duties in the Vice-Presidential role.   

    We and many others have been focused on planning and executing certain roles for our 2015 Conference 
to be held at the Embassy Suites Cary on Sept. 21 and 22.  If you haven’t already checked out the program 
or not yet registered, I urge you to go to our NCEMGVA site for information: http://ncmgva.camp8.org/  The 
Conference is the highlight of the NCEMGVA year providing entertaining speakers, educational information, 
opportunity to mingle and gain ideas from Master Gardeners form other counties and states, and to honor 
successes in our awards ceremony.  Awards are presented by NCEMGVA in garden design (two awards, 
one for large and one for small programs), competitive grants for new projects, symposia grants to support 
single or multi-county symposia, and outstanding performance by Master Gardeners and Extension person-
nel.  If your counties are not taking advantage of some of these awards, now is the time to plan for next 
year.  It’s also the time we elect a new slate of officers for the next two year term. 

    That brings me to the opportunities available in NCEMGVA.  The Board of NCEMGVA consists of the 
Officers, Standing Committee Member, and County Delegates.  Each of these jobs involves being a Board 
Member of a Non-Profit organization which, under North Carolina Law, has duties and responsibilities con-
sistent with State Statutes and the Bylaws and Policies and Procedures of NCEMGVA.  We need Delegates 
who want to be active in our organization, have had some experience at the County level in administration, 
and who might have backgrounds and ideas in personnel management, PR, writing, accounting, etc.  We are 
now looking for someone to serve as Treasurer for the next two years.  You do not need to be a Delegate to 
be an Officer.  Also, don’t forget help would be available from a number of experienced NCEMGVA mem-
bers.  If you feel you are qualified and have the support of your agent, please contact Brenda Bernhardt  
bbernhardt1@hotmail.com 
Thank you! 

2015 NCEMGVA Conference 

     Plans have been finalized for an outstanding 2015 Confer-
ence. The theme is Gardeners: Stewards of the Environment. 
Early check-in will begin Sunday afternoon with the opportunity to 
visit the great array of vendors plus buy tickets for the raffle bas-
kets filled by local groups, the super assortment of items in the 
Silent Auction or browse through the used books.  There will be 
three noted speakers – our keynote on Monday night will be Paul 
James, HGTV’s “The Gardening Guy”. Dr. Damon Waitt, newly 
appointed director of the North Carolina Botanical Gardens will 
kick-off the conference at Monday lunch and Adrienne Roethling, 
longtime Garden Curator at Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden with 
help us wrap-up the conference on Tuesday.  
 
This year we have colorful conference t-shirts for sale. To see all 
the details go to ncmastergardeners.org.   
The cost is only $125 for NCEMGVA members (but open to non-members at the bargain price of $145).  
These fees include the keynote dinner. Registration closes September 1st so don’t miss this opportunity to 
learn, network and just have fun! 

 

   2015 Fall Edition 

 

mailto:gardeningcarolina@gmail.com
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Show Your Colors: Apply for the EMG License Plate 
 by Janie Taylor, Chair, NCEMGVA License Plate Committee 

 
August marks the first anniversary of our successful campaign to create an Extension Master Gardener special license plate.  As of July 

15, DMV has received 460 applications for the plate and $4,600.00, the EMG program's share of 
the fee, has been deposited to the NC Extension Master Gardener Endowment maintained by the 
Agricultural Foundation at NC State. 

 
             The cost of the numbered plate is $20.00 annually in addition to your regular registration 
fee ($50.00 if you want to personalize the plate with your own choice of letters and numbers).  You 
can apply for the plate at your local DMV office, or order it online at:  http://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/
online/ .  Click on Personalized & Specialized Plates and scroll down to North Carolina Master Gar-
dener.  You can also go directly to our plate with this link: 

https://edmv.ncdot.gov/VehicleRegistration/SpecialPlate/Detail?PlateID=175#term=North%20Caro 

If you prefer to mail in your application, a pdf version of the application form is available for downloading at the link above. 
The plate not only increases the recognition and visibility of the Master Gardener program and Extension, but also works to ensure the 

long-term sustainability of the statewide EMG program by helping to grow our Endowment.  Help us celebrate our first anniversary (and show your 
colors) by applying now.   
 
If you have questions or any issues with the process, contact Janie Taylor, the chair of NCEMGVA's License Plate Committee at: 252-726-7826, or 
janiesuetaylor@icloud.com. 

A Message From Barbara Walters 

I just wanted the membership to know that sending in my resignation as President of NCEMGVA and stepping down was 
probably one of the hardest decisions I ever had to make.  I had thought long and hard about my decision but it was the only 
sensible thing for me to do.  I did not feel that I was doing the organization justice with my continuation in leadership and I 
knew I would be unable to make the commitment necessary for the 2015 Conference.  The organization under the leadership 
of Wayne Carlson will be able to progress as we all want.  I will continue on with the 501c3 program until someone else is 
willing to take it on.  Having got the umbrella 501c3  determination through the IRS, and many counties taking advantage of 
this, has been a very special accomplishment in which I am very proud.  I am very proud also of the NCEMGVA and the milestones the organization 
has made over the years with awards, training, conferences and constantly coming up with ideas to recognize and honor our Master Gardeners 
throughout North Carolina who so willing give of their time and knowledge.  NCEMGVA  and it’s members will always be a special part of my life.   
 

Barbs Thoughts on Membership 
 
 
So often when we write an article on membership we are “preaching to the choir”.  So I am asking each of you to do something…………after you 
read this article will you give it to someone in your county who is not a member?  We would like for them to get to know us, what we stand for and 
what we do.   
 
One way to get to know is to attend a quarterly board meeting.  They are held across the state so anyone should be able to attend one that is in, if 
not close to, their area.  Please, bring a friend with you.  Our board meetings are always open to anyone and we welcome your presence. Another 
way is by going to our website.  Mary Conroy, Forsyth Co., is doing a great job of keeping the site current and interesting. 
Attend the conferences; ask questions; go to symposiums; share the newsletter with a non-member,  and most of all we ask for support 
of  NCEMGVA by becoming a dues paying member not just when the conference is in your county but annually.  Membership dues are only $10.00 
annually which certainly is not a great lot.  Stop and think about other organizations you belong to.  What are their annual dues?  I would be willing to 
guess they are much more than $10.00 and how many fund raisers throughout the year do they have which they expect you to support financial-
ly.   And these parent organizations are going to tell you what to do, when to do and how to do.  You must comply with THEIR set agen-
da.  NCEMGVA does not dictate to any county organization or individual.  We do not and cannot ask that members comply with our well-
meaning  plans and proposals.   Our purpose is to aid in improving the effectiveness of its members as volunteers in the Extension Master Gardener 
program of the North Carolina State Extension. We also enjoy giving awards to a county organization which is going above and beyond in educating 
the citizens of their county when it comes to gardening (Landscape Design), recognizing and awarding individual MG’s and Agents throughout the 
State that have shown extraordinary performance within their county (MG of the Year and Agent of the Year) and financially assisting counties who 
want to hold symposium (Matching Grants and Competitive Grants) for further education, plus provide a means of networking with all other counties 
throughout the state and getting information out to you from NCCES with our newsletter and website AND all of this is taken care of by Master Gar-
deners who spend many hours of their valuable time working without compensation as a Master Gardener Extension Volunteer 
When talking about membership dues let me also add that we give 10% of our dues income annually to Dr. Lucy Bradley to use however she sees fit 
to enhance the Extension Master Gardener Program.  Just another way for us to share. 
 
 
 

Did you Know? 
North Carolina Volunteers have  Contributed 

99,858 hours thus far For 2015 

 Identify the perfect plant for your yard! Search by 

height, light requirements, leaf color, flower color, abil-

ity to attract butterflies and song birds and  much more. 

http://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/online/
http://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/online/
https://edmv.ncdot.gov/VehicleRegistration/SpecialPlate/Detail?PlateID=175#term=North%20Caro
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/janiesuetaylor@icloud.com.
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North Central District 
Christina Larson District Reporter   
Alamance, Alleghany, Ashe, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Davie, Durham, Forsyth, Granville, Guilford, 

Orange, Person, Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Surry, Vance, Wilkes, Yadkin. 

Davidson County Submitted by Sue Smith 
 
Davidson County 10th Garden Tour 
Held in June of 2015 in the city of Thomasville.  Gardens were beautiful 
and weather was perfect. Gardens included water gardens, creative yard 
art, unusual plants, and lush lawns. Approximately 400 visitors toured the 
five included gardens.  Next year’s tour will once again be in the city of 
Lexington and will take place on the first weekend in June 2016.  
 
The Demonstration Garden council of Davidson County Master Gar-

deners 
has been working for over a year 
on the redesign of the gardens 
located around the extension 
office in Lexington.  Since the 
gardens were originally planted 
over ten years ago the council 
members decided it needed a 
new look.  Pathways have been 
created and natural hardscape 
added. Although the previous 
look was good, the new look is 
even more interesting and ac-
cessible to visitors. 
 
 
 

 
 
Demo Garden after redesign (Davidson County) 
 

Plant Sale Committee 
On October 3rd the Plant Sale committee will hold its annual sale at the 
Lexington Farmers’ Market at 129 South Railroad Street. Members will 
bring choice plants from their own gardens plus local nurseries will donate 
additional plants. This provides shoppers with a good chance to purchase 
wonderful plants at great prices. The sale begins at 8 a.m. and closes at 
noon.  Come early for the best selection. 

 
 
Public Education Council 
The Public Education Council has been busy all summer providing educa-
tion at the various Farmers’ Markets in the county.  The next program will 
be on planting fall vegetables.  A “Lunch and Learn” on various water 
features is being planned and will then be followed up by the annual MG 
display at the county fair in late September.    
 

Forsyth County Submitted by Teresa Lowry 

A kiss of summer sun and the caress of an evening shower have blessed 
our  Forsyth County gardens with a beauty and abundance infused with 
love....love from the many EMGVs who pour their seemingly limitless time 
and numerous talents into so many of the gardens located around our 
county.  Here are a few of those gardens: 
 
Betty and Jim Holmes’ Food Bank Garden located on the grounds of 
The Children’s Home in Winston-Salem is a three-acre garden dedicated to 
producing locally grown food that is distributed to 18 counties by Second 
Harvest Food Bank for those needing emergency food.  This garden is one 
of the many community vegetable gardens supported by EMGVs whose 
mentors and volunteers tirelessly commit to feeding the hungry. The 
Farmery, another garden located on the grounds supports Children ’s 
Home programs by selling produce to the public and area restaurants. 
SciWorks, The Science Center and Environmental Park of Forsyth 

County, benefits from the volunteer hours devoted to its 15-acre outdoor 

environmental park that includes wildflower, butterfly, rain, hummingbird, 

herb, and patio gardens.  

New for Historical Bethabara Park are several EMGVs who dress in period 
costumes and staff the garden during special events throughout the year 
answering questions related to this circa 1756 garden.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers at The Arboretum and Gardens at Tanglewood Park are ecstatic 
with the news The Tin Man, who lives in The Children’s Garden, has taken 
a wife and the family has installed a new “Yellow Brick Road” through their 
garden.  The Fragrance Garden continues with its update - volunteers are 
laying brick soldier edging to complete its formal design.  The Arboretum 
Education Committee is finalizing its youth program for third graders.  This 
program will introduce approximately 600 children to gardening over a three 
day period in September.   
Even after toiling long hours in these gardens, our volunteers did manage 
time for some much deserved fun.  The new Field Trip Committee produced 
a season full of delight. Our spring sojourns started with a trip to Emily Al-
len’s Wildflower Preserve and UNC Charlotte Botanical Garden and fin-
ished with summer outings to Minglewood Farms (June), Historic Bethabara 
Park (July), and Cure Nursery/Chatham County Pollinator Garden 
(August).  The committee did an amazing job of selecting trips that provided 
various areas of interest for our volunteers.  
 

Historical  

Bethabara Park  

“Demo Garden before redesign” 

Mr. & Mrs. Tin 
and the new 
Yellow Brick 

Road (Forsyth 
County) 

mailto:clarson99@att.net?subject=email
mailto:clarson99@att.net?subject=email
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Continued from page 3 

Even after toiling long hours in these gardens, our volunteers did manage 
time for some much deserved fun.  The new Field Trip Committee produced 
a season full of delight. Our spring sojourns started with a trip to Emily Al-
len’s Wildflower Preserve and UNC Charlotte Botanical Garden and finished 
with summer outings to Minglewood Farms (June), Historic Bethabara Park 
(July), and Cure Nursery/Chatham County Pollinator Garden (August).  The 
committee did an amazing job of selecting trips that provided various areas 
of interest for our volunteers.  

 

Rounding out our fall news is the 
always popular Master Gardener 
Volunteer  Plant Sale being held 
Friday/Saturday, September 11-12 
from 9am till 2pm at the Forsyth 
County Extension Building, 1450 
Fairchild Drive, in Winston-
Salem.  Join us for great deals on 
native plants and favorites propagat-
ed and grown by our expert Master 
Gardeners as well as plants donated 
from local growers, greenhouses, and 
retailers.   
 
Another favorite venue is the 9th An-
nual NC PawPaw festival being held on Saturday, August 29 th from 10
-1 at the Extension building. This free festival features food made from 
pawpaws, tours of the orchard, lectures, cooking demonstrations, and 
sale of pawpaw trees, seeds, and fruit.     
 
 
 
 
Durham County Submitted by Kathryn 
Hamilton 

Extension Agent Michelle Wallace Relocates 
After nine years as Durham County Extension Agent, Michelle Wallace is 
headed for Toledo, Ohio with her family in support of husband’s new 
tenure track position at the University of Toledo.  In June, Michelle’s ser-
vice was publically recognized by the Durham Garden Forum, where she 
served on the Advisory Board and, of course, by Durham’s EMGVs at a 
reception on July 20.  

In tributes, Michelle was lauded over and again for her persistence, her 
willingness to help and inspire her Master Gardeners, and her leadership 
and resourcefulness. Among her significant achievements: “creating a 
vibrant Master Gardener program,” and turning “forty five forlorn acres of 
forest into the Briggs Avenue Garden.” Today an acre of the garden is a 
sustainably farmed allotment style community garden with water and 
electricity for 33 families encompassing 76 individuals; an irrigated 
demonstration orchard; a storage shed; composting bins, and a picnic 
pavilion.  Food grown by the students of Durham Technical Community 
College as community service is then distributed through the school’s 
food pantry.  
At least initially, Michelle plans to stay in touch through periodic contribu-
tions to our blog and radio program, “Getting Dirty with Master Garden-
ers.” We said “farewell” to Michelle, but certainly not “goodbye,” and ea-
gerly await news of her next conquest. 

 

 

 

Michelle plans to stay in touch throught perodic contributions to our 
blog and radio program, “Getting Dirty with Master Gardeners”  We 
said “farewell” to Michelle, but certainly not “goodbye” and eagerly 
await news of her next conquest. 

BRIGGS Garden Gets Grant, Advisors 
Thanks to a grant written by Karen Lauterbach with input from 
Michelle, the Briggs Garden recently received a $5,000 grant from 
Durham-based RTI. Some of the money will be used for a new storage 
shed and to expand electricity to the sheds and the pavilion. 

One of Michelle’s final legacies is the establishment of an EMGV men-
toring team at Briggs in order to provide guidance and instruction to 
new gardeners and help with general maintenance.  

Durham Graduates 28 EMGVs 
After being delayed by several weather-related closings, the 2015 
Master Gardener class completed their course work mid-May and 
according to Michelle Wallace are on record pace for completing their 
first year’s service requirements. In appreciation, the class donated 
funds for a raised vegetable garden which will be added to the already 
diverse demonstration garden that greets visitors to the Durham Coun-
ty Extension Office.  

Outreach Grows 
Under the leadership of Lynne Nelson and Betty Jordan, Durham 
County EMGVs have increased their participation in local events from 
35 in 2010 to 91 at the end of 2014. This year, at events including 
“Keep Durham Beautiful” for Arbor Day, and the Durham Central Park 
Food Truck 
Rodeo, 
EMGVs dis-
tributed 425 
tree seed-
lings.  We 
have become 
part of corpo-
rate health 
fairs at EPA 
and RTI and 
at the fore-
front of build-
ing public 
awareness 
on pollinators, especially the Monarch butterfly. At the recent ENO 
River Festival, EMGs increased their public contacts from an average 
of high-300’s over three days in 2014 to 515 in one day this year. 

Radio Show 
Be sure to catch the “Getting Dirty with Master Gardeners” radio show, 
the only all Extension Master Gardener Volunteer radio show in the 
country! www.gettingdirtyradioshow.org 

Blog:  Follow our activities on the Durham County Master Gardeners 
blog: https://durhammastergardeners.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethabara Park 

  

Extension Agent  Michelle Wallace (Durham County) 

September isn’t too late to grow a final crop. Many 

vegetables can go from seed to table in as little as four to 

six weeks, giving you vegetables by late October or early 

November. Radishes can be grown in around 25 days, 

and some leafy greens like spinach take as little as 40 

days to grow, so get in a final few vegetables before the 

frost sets in. 

          Plant some  Quick Growers 

http://www.gettingdirtyradioshow.org
https://durhammastergardeners.wordpress.com/
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Guilford County Submitted by Patricia Lunn Adsit 
 
 Passalong Plant Sale and Festival 
Guilford County EMGVs have been busy as bees! On May 8-9, we host-
ed our 13th Annual Passa-
long Plant Sale and Festival. 
Loyal customers know that 
the Passalong Plant Sale is 
the place to find perennials, 
herbs, veggies, ferns, 
shrubs, trees, and more that 
they need to enhance their 
landscapes and their tables, 
at prices that even the big 
gardening centers cannot 
match. The sale also offers 
the opportunity to have gar-
dening questions answered 
by the people who know the plants best. Each year, many hours go into 
activities leading up to the sale, such as digging, dividing, labeling, and 
caring for the plants to be sold. The PPS is truly a labor of love! And work 
for our 2016 PPS has already begun, with the taking of a garden Daylily 
Census as well as providing propagation instruction. Make your plans for 
joining us for the 14th Annual Passalong Plant Sale…as always, the Fri-
day and Saturday before Mother’s Day Sunday, 2016. 

Our Youth Committee, working with Food Corps, has been providing 
volunteers for the Summer Youth Camp at the Oak View Rec Center. 
Campers have been involved in growing a pizza garden! Want to grow 
one, too? Here’s a link to a great resource:  http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2013/04/GYO-Pizza-Garden-1.pdf 

Our Demonstration Garden served as the outdoor laboratory for Photog-
raphy in the Garden in early June. Hands-on instruction, taught by an 
experienced nature photographer - Dennis Burnette of the Carolina But-
terfly Society and our local Audubon chapter - was the first part of the 
class, which presented useful advice about basic design principles to 
capture the beauty and drama to be found in nature. Participants were 
given the opportunity to put the precepts to practice, shooting pictures 
outside in the garden.  

The Demo Garden was also the backdrop for Cooking in the Garden, a 
demonstration and tasting of recipes and cooking methods for creating 
healthful, delicious meals from garden produce.  

We have some exciting events on our calendar. National Honey Bee Day 
will be celebrated on August 22 in our Demo Garden at our 2nd Annual 
“Bee” Friendly to Bees Festival. Please join us in the Demonstration 
Garden at 3309 Burlington Road in Greensboro from 9:00 AM - Noon for 
a celebration of all things BEE-guiling. There will be a scavenger hunt for 
children, and learning stations throughout the garden including honey 
tasting and hive discussions by beekeepers. Our own EMGVs will teach 
about gardening for bees, and how/why to avoid abusing pesticides. We 
will have vendors of plants for attracting bees and other pollinators and of 
produce that depends on bees' pollination to develop. Want to learn how 
to build a Bee Hotel for solitary bees? Join us to find out! 
Families learning about bees at last year’s Bee Friendly to Bees 
Festival (Guilford County) 

 

Orange County Submitted by Phyllis Simon 

Garden Snaps helps Volunteers at Carolina Campus 
Community Garden in Chapel Hill 
Master Gardener Carol Enarson developed Garden Snaps as an educa-
tional tool designed to enhance the garden volunteer’s understanding of 
common gardening topics.  The educational material is delivered via 8 
½”x 6” colorful cards, each con-
taining a key gardening term 
that has been summarized to be 
suitable for a 5-minute 
“snapshot” oral presentation.  
This short presentation provides 
an opportunity to share an edu-
cational piece with all volunteers 
attending a particular workday.  
The Garden Snaps are kept in a 
small ring binder notebook with 
the Garden Snaps logo on the 
front.  There are 20 Garden 
Snaps as of now with the oppor-
tunity to add many more over 
time.  Some current “snaps” 
include Broad Fork, Cover Crop, Diatomaceous Earth, Feather Meal, 
Mulch, Row Covers, and Soil Testing.  There are many other possibilities 
for the implementation of the Garden Snaps idea.  The Garden Snaps 
notebook could be a nice addition to the EMGV information table at farm-
ers’ markets, special events, and at other events including those for 
school age children.   

Youth Horticulture  
Over the past few years, our Youth Horti-
culture activities have been winding down 
a bit but with a new crop of enthusiastic 
interns including Emilie Condon, Emma 
Nadeau, and Gloria Homer joining our 
regulars including Kathy Bucher and Jerry 
Gschwind, we have re-energized the 
program.  Through the outreach of Emilie 
Condon, we added Carrboro and Gloria 
Homer led the way at Phoenix High 
School.   
These have been added to Mary Scroggs 
Elementary as our officially approved 
programs.  In addition, we did several 
Speaker Bureau projects at Northside 
Elementary and Culbreth Middle School with Nina Forsyth helping.   
Activities have ranged from showing the teachers and aids how to prune, 
to making in-class presentations on “Growing Plants” and “Right Plant–
Right Place” to making landscape suggestions.  We also got down and 
dirty showing the students how to prepare soil and plants.   

 
 
Left, Emma Nadeau 
helps the preschoolers 
at Carrboro Elementary 
plant peas.  Some used 
pencils to make the 
hole, others preferred 
their finger - even those 
in princess dresses!  So 
far, we have had contact 
with over 400 teachers, 
students, and parents.   
 
 
 

New Master Gardeners Graduate in Orange County 

Congratulations to:   Edward Caffrey, Kim Casadonte, Lawrence 

Champion, Emilie Condon, Christopher Exton, Carol Hazard, Gloria 

Homer, Corly Jones, Diana Knechtel, Kathleen Lavery, Sharon 

Lloyd, Kristin Long, Carol McPherson, Emma Nadeau, Mary 

Paulsgrove, Michelle Pesavento, Catherine Phelps, Karen Popish, 

Trish Rafalow, Patsy Saylor, Betty Jo "BJ" Schaugaard, Phyllis Si-

mon, Ken Traynham, Patricia Weigant, Martha Reeves Workman, 

and Leslie Zimmerman. 

 

 

 

Sept. 24th @ 3309 Burlington Rd. 

in Greensboro. 

you don't want to miss our 14th 

Annual Gardening Gala and Sym-

posium. The theme this year is 

“Gardening Outside the Box; 

What's Hot in Your Garden?” 

Registration is open now, and just a 

few spots remained at press time. 

The non-refundable $45.00 regis-

tration fee includes early morning 

refreshments and lunch. You may 

attend all keynote sessions and one 

breakout workshop. For additional 

information, please contact Rose 

Foster at 336-255-2990 or email 

rosefoster27410@gmail.com. Rose 

will send you the registration form.  

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/GYO-Pizza-Garden-1.pdf
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/GYO-Pizza-Garden-1.pdf
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Continued from page 5 

Stokes County Submitted by Katherine Gambill 

Stokes EMGV Association celebrated with the graduates of the 2015 
EMGV class in April, then put them to work planting the SEEDS 
(Stokes Educational Experimental Dirt Spot) garden.  SEEDS is a 
demonstration and donation garden at King Recreation Acres, now in its' 
second year.   

One of the activities the class enjoyed was a tour of community gardens 
in Forsyth County, led by Community Garden Coordinator Alison Duncan.  
They observed a variety of styles of organizing, different models of distri-
bution of product, and operational variables.  Several of our already certi-
fied MGs were able to attend as well.   

Our group has become a regular presence at the King Farmers Market, 
setting up the welcome/information booth to answer attendees, gardening 
questions, and to direct them to the vendors who provide what they are 
looking for.  The Farmers Market committee, led by Judy Nunn, planned a 
special event for the first week of each month, beginning with opening day 
in April, and running through October.  Opening day festivities included a 
spinning demonstration by Lisa Visek and music 
by Bruce Burgess, both Master Gardeners.  Some 
of the monthly events include Vegetable Day, 
Berry Day, Community Day, Kid's Day and a 
pumpkin contest.  They also instigated a "find 
Manty" contest in which a stuffed Praying Mantis 
was placed among the produce.  The finder could 
bring it to the EMGVA booth to exchange for a voucher worth $5.00 to be 
used at market that day. 

In April, Alice Kiger presented a workshop on building a solitary bee 
house.  While predrilled logs were available, Chris Hayes was on hand 
to demonstrate drilling technique for this applica-
tion.  All supplies were on hand, ready for assem-
bly and painting.  Attendees could take home their 
finished bee house, ready for hanging.  These 
solitary bees are super pollinators.  To that end, 
Alice installed one in our SEEDS garden, next to 
our newly planted pollinator beds, which were built 
and installed as a graduation project of a high 
school senior. 

Our plant/garage sale in May brought in some funds, and helped us 
spring-clean our storage areas.   

Please visit us on Facebook at SEMGV. 

Chowan, Gates and Perquimans County  Submitted by  
Sally Frances Kehayes 

Masters Gardeners Present the Katherine G. Shook 
Scholarship  
 
Chowan, Gates and Perquimans County Extension Master Gardeners 
present a Spring Garden Show each year which raises funds for a schol-
arship. The scholarship was named in honor of Katy Shook, the area 
Consumer Horticulture Agent who coordinates the Master Gardener train-
ing. The 2015 recipient is Joshua White of Edenton,NC. Joshua graduat-
ed from John A. Holmes HIgh School in May and will attend Beaufort 
Community College in the Fall. He plans to major in agriculture business. 
 
 

North Carolina Extension Master Gardener  

Update Submitted by Lisa Sanderson 

This has been a fantastic, very busy and fast first three months in North 
Carolina, and I completely enjoy working with Lucy and the Extension 
Master Gardeners.  My favorite part of my job in Virginia as an agent is 
also my favorite part of this job in North Carolina – working with Master 
Gardeners!  Extension Master Gardeners in North Carolina are a talented 
and dedicated volunteers and so many good things happen in this State 
because of you! 

There are several things to share regarding the Extension Master Gar-
dener program!  First, I have received 12 Search for Excellence submis-
sions by the revised due date of July 10, showcasing the exceptional work 
that you all are doing across the state.  Each service district was repre-
sented and all but one category entered across the state.  Thanks to Amy 
Etheridge for coordinating the judges, and thanks to the judges who are 
reviewing those great applications-a very time consuming task!  The SFE 
award winners will be notified in August, and will be awarded at Confer-
ence. 

I would like to encourage all of you to visit NCSUgarden.com to utilize the 
Statewide Page and resources available there.   The very important task 
of entering hours is the main purpose that many volunteers visit 
NCSUgarden.com but a visit to the Statewide Page offers opportunities 
for continuing education, links and resources that you can use in your 
programs and training.  Check out the left column for other ways you can 
raise funds for your program, get some cool smartphone apps or search 
for experts.  You can see previous Plants, Pests and Pathogens sessions 
so you can improve your diagnostic skills.  Next time you log on to submit 
your hours, take a detour to the Statewide Page! 

I am currently working on social media guidelines and can see that we 
have some social media gurus across the state.  As soon as I have those 
guidelines written and reviewed by others, I will share them with you.  In 
looking through the Facebook pages of the EMGVs and EMGVAs, it is 
great to see the way that programs are being promoted and shared 
through social media!  The main task about establishing guidelines is to 
ensure that we have continuity of branding of the Extension Master Gar-
dener Program across the state. I will keep you posted! 

 

Interested in travel?  The Costa Rica trip launching the international travel 
program for Extension Master Gardeners is scheduled from February 24-
March 2, 2016.  Check out the table at Conference for information on the 
trip or visit the Statewide Page of NCSUgarden.com under Advanced 
Training for a recording of Lucy’s webinar, related pages and down-
loadable documents. There is an excellent itinerary planned – start now to 
get your passports! 

I have really enjoyed getting to know several of the Extension Master 
Gardeners over the last few months, and look forward to meeting and 
getting to know many more of you in the months to come!  I hope to see 
you at Conference in September! 

 

 

 
View the latest 

issue . 

NCSUgarden.com
http://extensiongardener.ces.ncsu.edu/extgardener-our-latest-issue/
http://extensiongardener.ces.ncsu.edu/extgardener-our-latest-issue/
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Northeast District 
Anne Pierce District Reporter 
Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, 

Martin, Nash, Northampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell, Wake, Warren, Washington. 

Currituck County Submitted by Lesley Miner 

The Currituck MGV focus lately has been on our Demonstration garden, located between the Extension building and the Currituck YMCA / Senior 
Center. The garden is circular in shape and divided into four curved beds that surround a smaller garden in the center. A large fountain with a 
curvilinear shape that circulates a smooth veil of water from top to bottom resides in the center of the garden. The fountain, titled ”Vortex”, was 
purchased in 2012 when plans began for our garden. MGV Natalie Garrett, with input from many members drew up a landscape design and the 
garden began to take shape. Our garden will feature 40 shrubs and 350 perennials. Approximately half of the perennials are in, with the remain-
der to be planted in the fall.  Plants are placed according to a color scheme and the plan is to achieve a continuous kaleidoscope of color and 
varied texture throughout the seasons. Adjacent to the garden, is our daylily Maples surrounding the garden that will be dedicated in memory of 
MG’s who are no longer with us. Our formal dedication will take place in the spring of 2016. Visitors to our area are encouraged to stroll through 
our demonstration garden. 

        

Nash County Submitted by Anne Pierce 
 
We are thrilled to welcome our new agent, Matt Stevens. On his first day he found a basket of gardening essentials such as food items, some 
medicinals we felt he might need ( i.e. poison ivy guard, Tylenol), energy and stress relieving drinks (for dealing with MG's) and a vase of flowers 
from the pollinator garden. We look forward to a long relationship with Matt. WELCOME!!! 

Nash County Arboretum Day is Saturday, September 26, 2015, Johnny Appleseed Day.  We're going to have activities for children and adults. A 
"passport" will be given to each attendee to be stamped at each station. Smokey the Bear will be in the Homestead area and Ann May With her 
Skull, Skin and Skat display. 4-H will be doing an activity about apples, N.C. Forestry will also participate. There will be a fall container gardening 
demonstration. The VFW will have a flag folding demonstration in the Patriot Garden  and storytelling and beekeeping will take place in the Polli-
nator Garden. There will be a Tai Chi demonstration in the Tranquility Garden.  Children of all ages can do  "air" bobbing for apples while  Johnny 
Appleseed will be meandering through the arboretum. Lunch will be served to anyone who pre-registers. Informal arboretum tours will be ongoing 
throughout the day. We hope you will join us to celebrate our community’s arboretum. 

Pasquotank County Submitted by Betty Lou Campbell 

Foreman House Community Demonstration/Learning Garden 
Pasquotank County:  Under the leadership and focused vision of EMGV, Susan Hankinson, along with the EMGV’s, the Demonstration/Learning 
Garden is coming into full bloom.  Sixty two pounds of produce have been donated to the Food Bank of the Albemarle.  Some of the crops we are 
growing include strawberries (grown in bags, vertically), kale, spinach, assorted  lettuces, kohlrabi, carrots, assorted peppers, various squashes, 
peas, beans, okra, eggplant, rhubarb, beets, cabbage, cucumbers, blackberries, soybean, herbs and of course, tomatoes. We have been the 
fortunate recipients of a glass greenhouse donated to the Community Garden by a neighbor of the property owners. .Some points of interest in 
the demonstration/learning garden include: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Vertical gardening 
 

Raised beds 
 

Use of sunflowers as supports for the beans 
 
Pollinator garden 

 
Composting 

 
Donation of food to the Food Bank of the Albemarle 

 
Greenhouse 

Stepped up plantings in the Pollinator Garden are beginning to show 
it off nicely!   
Thanks to EMGV, Sally Bruderle, for her design. 
Plans are already in motion for the garden to become 
a designated Way Station for Monarchs in the near future. 

 

mailto:pierceab@hotmail.com
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 Garden Tour 
Pasquotank County:  Recently, EMGV’s traveled to a neighboring county 
to visit the lovely gardens at the home of Sharon Adams, Chowan-Gates-
Perquimans EMGV.  She explained the process by which she planned 
and brought the gardens to fruition utilizing her 7 year plan.  Sharon  has 
a small, cut flower and arrangement business, so much of what she grows 
is with that in mind.  It was a sweltering day, but that did not curb the 
beauty of her gardens one bit .Following the tour, we enjoyed refreshing 
watermelon slices to help cool us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scholarship Recipient 

Pasquotank County:  Malik Jamond Carver was selected as the 2015 
recipient of our $1,000 scholarship award.  He is a graduate of 
Pasquotank County High School.  In the fall, Malik plans to attend NCSU 
where he will major in Agricultural Business Management.  His very proud 
father shook the hand of every person in our EMGV group thanking us for 
his selection!  True joy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Between the sale of hypertufas at the Coastal Gardening Festival in Dare 
Countyand our annual plant sale held this summer, EMGV’s netted 
$1,400 which will support another scholarship award  next year to a de-
serving student. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pitt County Submitted by Pam Mastin 

2015 Arboretum Plant Sale 
Even though May seems a long time in the past, I want to include our 
Plant Sale in my article. This year’s sale featured over 2500 plants 
including perennials, natives, shade, trees, ornamentals, grasses, 
groundcovers, roses, annuals, vegetables and herbs.  We saw our 
Friends membership increase so that more gardeners could take ad-
vantage of the “shop early” perk that’s afforded to Friends of the Arbo-
retum.   

More than 60 people attended the Community Plant Swap that runs dur-
ing the morning of the Sale.  We have seen this event bring out repeat 
participants over the years.  It’s an easy going affair that allows gardeners 
plenty of time beforehand to pass along gardening hints, take a look at 
each other’s treasures and talk plants, plants, plants….just what garden-
ers love to do! If you’ve never hosted a plant swap, we urge you to give it 
a try.  The rewards are great. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wake County Submitted by Cathy Burton 
Seed to Supper Program 

Wake County EMGVs Carla Berryann,  Cathrine Evans and Robin Baum-
gart taught a 6-week vegetable gardening class in partnership with Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle and Alliance Medical Ministry.  The class was based 
on the Seed to Supper program developed by the Oregon Food Bank and 
Oregon State University Extension Service, which they modified for use in 
Wake County.  The class is targeted to low income residents to empower 
them to grow a portion of their own food on a limited budget and to in-
crease their access to fresh food.  The weekly program included class-
room and garden teaching, with 12 individuals graduating from the pilot 
class.   A second class is scheduled for August and September at the new 
IFFS Camden Street Learning Garden. 
 

 

 

 

 

Did you know  
we  have a NEW Message Forum for NCEMGV Members?  

 A place to share ideas or questions with other members. 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/page-981715 

 

         Arboretum Plant Sale (Pitt County) 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/page-981715
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Continued from page 8 

Indoor teaching session for  
Seed to Supper  
Program  
(Wake County) 

Educational Children’s Program at Wake Forest Farmers Market 
Wake County EMG’s have taken their educational mission on the road this year. They have a booth at 
the Wake Forest farmers market from April to September every year. This year they have a schedule 
of educational activities for the kids two Saturdays 
each month.   
 
For example:  one event was about showing kids 
how to transfer dye from plants onto fabric squares 
to be used for quilts or displaying a picture 
frame.  About 40 kids plus parents participated! 
Kids were amazed to see the beautiful artwork they 
created using various colored flowers and leaves.  
The kids had a blast pounding the flowers and 
leaves with rubber mallets. (However, the vendors 
at the market may never recover from all that 
noise!).    
 
Another event was all about turning wooden bird 
houses into bird food stations.  Bob Ford, husband 
of MG Liz Ford, put his carpentry skills to work for 
the event and made 25 wooden bird feeders.  The 
kids used simple school glue and covered the top 
of the bird feeder with birdseed to take home and 
put in their yards (with some parental help, of 
course!).   
 
An upcoming program is all about seed germina-
tion. 

 
South Central District 
Barb Apelian District Reporter 
Alexander, Anson, Cabarrus, Catawba, Cumberland, Gaston, Harnett, Hoke, Iredell, Lee, Lincoln, Mecklen-

burg, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Rowan, Scotland, Stanly, Union. 

Cabarrus County Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 

It was a grand celebration of our 25th anniversary and a retirement party for David Goforth, our extension agent and mentor. Over 100 members, 
former members, and friends of David crammed into Troutman’s Barbecue Restaurant for a buffet dinner, testimonials, and good natured roasting. 
The only downer to the evening was an air conditioner that was barely working on a really 
hot night in June. The tables were decorated with burlap cloths, seed packets, toy tractors 
and all things gardening. Representatives from NCSU, Elma C. Lomax Incubator Farm, 
Cabarrus County Government, Extension Staff, and Master Gardener Association all paid 
tribute to David and his nearly thirty years of service.  

By the time this article is published, we should have a new agent in place. Interviews 
occurred in July with both in-state and out-of-state applicants. Our association does not 
meet in July but in August we fielded questions from the public over the phone.  

For the week and a half in September that the Cabarrus County Fair is in full swing, Mas-
ter Gardeners participate by sponsoring a booth and are available each day to answer 
questions about gardening. While the theme has changed from year to year, the empha-
sis is on educating the public. In addition, all county 6th graders are invited to the Agribusi-
ness Days during the fair. Our CCMGEVA sets up a number of activity tables to teach 
everything from composting to identifying vegetables.  

Shannon Kindley, a senior from Mt. Pleasant High School was the recipient our first 
$1,000 college scholarship. Shannon will begin her education at Rowan-Cabarrus Community College and then transition to NC State University. 

Catawba County Submitted by Linda Barnett 

Two shifts of  CVMGVA members staffed the Extension booth at the Hickory Farmer ’s market 

this year and answered many home gardening questions. Questions related to types of NC turf, rose 

diseases, tomato growing issues, etc.  First recommendation was for a soil test. Many people stop-

ping by our booth were from out of state.  Volunteers were happy to promote the Spring 2016 Master 

Gardener training course. 

 

Master Gardeners continue to dig, plant and harvest the demonstration gardens at the Agri-

cultural Resources Center in Newton. Under the direction of Extension Director George Place, the 

gardens underwent a major expansion. Master Gardeners helped plant many varieties of seasonal 

crops.  A portion of the new garden has been seeded with a summer cover crop and will 

produce many interesting and delicious vegetables next spring. 
Ask a Master Gardener Booth (Catawba County-1) 

mailto:bdeluca@carolina.rr.com
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Continued from page 9 

 

 

Expanded Demonstration Gardens, Ag Center; 
 Newton (Catawba County-2) 

The CVMGVA officers presented the Hickory Soup Kitchen a check for $500. Executive 

Director Austin Pierce will use the money to build and plant several raised vegetable beds 

behind the recently purchased building near downtown Hickory. The new location will provide 

more square footage for dining, activities and even shower facilities for Hickory’s Homeless.  

 

A May field trip to Carolina Stonecrops near 

Marion and the annual Master Gardener picnic, 

this year hosted by Master Gardener Barbara 

Maynor and her husband Cecil, at their lovely 

home and gardens on the shores of Lake Nor-

man, topped off the year for Master Gardener 

gatherings until the fall meeting in September.   

 

 

Annual CVMGVA picnic (Catawba County) 

 

Cumberland County Submitted by Kandis Lindsay  

What a different experience this year for our Spring Plant Sale! Sandy Ritter and Helga Cardenas mastered this event just like the pros they are! Nev-
er before have we had a tropical storm in May to worry about! Up until the very last minute we did not know exactly what would happen.  As it turned 
out, they planned exactly the correct purchasing of fewer plants and getting the sale finished by noon.  There were roses, salvias, ornamental trees, 
hanging baskets, border plants and vegetables, to name a few. There was lots of media coverage and we had a terrific turnout of community. We 
also had a raffle that consisted of some great prizes. The deluge came about 30 minutes after we all had driven away!  
 
The Cumberland County Master Gardeners are major volunteers in the Second Harvest Food Bank for the community. One day when it was SUPER 
HOT, Amy Stidham and Jonathan started the entrance for the Garden in May. The Master Gardener Plant Sale donated some beautiful drift roses for 
the entrance. Amy and Jonathan moved rocks to build up the culvert and reinforced the beams around each rose. As a final touch, some wheat straw 
was added. It is really shaping up very well and adds a lot of color from the blooms and the fragrance is divine.  
 
Also this summer, our Extension Agent, Kenny Bailey (our prize winning agent that is), chauffeured members on a field trip to Wilmington Arlie 
Gardens. It was an educational and fun time for all! There is a beautiful Children’s Garden with a little house that looks like a fairy tale. Also a favorite, 
the Bottle Tree is a life size tree with blue bottles all over it. The Airlie Gardens are very beautiful and everyone should make the trip.  
 

Kenny Bailey, Extention Agt, with MGs at lunch, Airlie 
Garden field trip. 

Second Harvest Food Bank Volunteers (Cumberland County) 

                   Cumberland Spring Plant Sale 

The NCEMGVA was formed in 1991 to 

aid in improving the effectiveness of its 

members as volunteers in the Extension 

Master Gardener program of the North 

Carolina State Extension.  

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Continued 

Gaston County - Submitted by Barbara Linster  

April was busy preparing for the MGGGC annual plant sale in May.  On the 14th we had a ‘Shop ‘til You Drop’ 
bus trip to numerous garden centers with reasonable prices and excellent selections.  Robin Armstrong, our 
Extension’s School Garden Coordinator, made a presentation on the dazzling beauty of the Iris and demon-
strated how to divide the rhizomes.  It is great when the expert is so local!  At the end of the month twenty-five 
EMGVs took an overnight trip to Charleston, fabulously planned by EMGV Nancy Shannon, our own Charles-
ton native!  See the whole group pictured in front of the Angel Oak Tree  a treasure often overlooked when 
visiting Charleston.  Located on Johns Island, the tree is 400-500 years old.  They also visited Charleston Tea 
Plantation, the only working tea plantation in the US.   

Our 2015 May plant sale was a big success thanks to Chair Anne Mackey and many other EMGVs.  Member 
donated plants, books, magazines, garden art and raffle baskets (pic 2) generated record high revenue.  Once 
again we generated enough revenue to fund our 2016 speakers, which, if attended, will provide our required 
continuing education hours.  We also included a thank you note with each purchase that included details on 
our programs open to the public. The month continued with a fabulous program by Craig 
LeHoullier, NC Tomato Man, on the topic of “Epic Tomatoes for Southeaster Gardeners.”  
It was an informative program, open to the public, and enjoyed by all. On the 28th a bus of 
EMGVs headed to Lexington, SC, to tour private gardens and Wingard’s Nursery.  The 
day was themed ‘Daylily Delights.’ 

            Angel Oak Tree 

  

Plant Sale                                                                 Mount Holly Community Garden 

   Mike Branch & Linda Robinson, 

Paula Gross, Interim Director of the UNCC Botanical Gardens, presented a program on “Perennials in our Area,” during our June meeting.  While we 
always enjoy learning, it is wonderful when we can share our skill and knowledge with the community.  EMGV Diane Cammalleri met with Carolina 
Breast Friends and shared positive thoughts of a small garden’s potential to provide solitude, to reduce stress and to promote relaxation.  She also 
touched on the use of colors for calming or inspiration.  Our local Lowes manager donated pink Petunias and Impatiens for each woman in attend-
ance.  Our Horticultural Agent, Julie Flowers, sent Lowes a thank you letter.  Additionally, EMG volunteer Dana Harper made a presentation to Bel-
mont Rotary on lawn care and to the Gastonia Jaycees on small space vegetable gardening.  The MGGGC donated money to the new Mount Holly 
Community Garden for the construction of raised beds dedicated to the education of children.  EMGVs Mike Branch and Linda Robinson serve on the 
board of directors . 

Collectively, we continue to support the county EMG Hot Line, our Learning Garden, Yard of the Week programs, planting and maintaining the Herit-
age Garden, supporting Habitat for Humanity and, of course, our local Farmer’s Markets.   

Connect with us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty.  

Mecklenburg County Submitted by Carol Rainwater  

New Horticulture Agent:  April showers brought Mecklenburg EMGVs not only May flowers but a new horticulture agent, Steven Capobian-

co.  We are delighted to be working with Steven who has experience in greenhouse design, landscaping, and agricultural education.  He has jumped 

right in and built three hydroponics systems for use at our park and recreation centers.  Welcome Steven. 

Farmers Markets:  The Mecklenburg EMGVs have worked the Ask a Master Gardener program at the Charlotte Regional Farmers Market, 

Matthews Farmers Market and Davidson Farmers Market.  Plant sales were held in May at the Charlotte and Matthews Farmers Markets.  Our com-

munication committee has created some eye-catching posters for use at the markets. 

Sustainable Living Series:  Our community education committee has been working nonstop this spring.  EMGVs have taught Sustainable 

Living Series workshops on Time to Grow Terrific Tomatoes, Composting A-Z, Sustainability in the Home Garden, Garden Beauty on a Budget, and 

Got Gardening Problems? Get Solutions!  This series is in collaboration with the Mecklenburg Family and Consumer Sciences.   

Speakers Bureau:  The Speakers Bureau has been inundated with requests for EMGV presentations.  We have spoken on such topics as worm 
composting, eco-friendly lawns, and natives.  Our presentation, Plants for the Pollinators, was well-received by the Mecklenburg County Beekeepers 
Association with 90 people attending.  We also made our first appearance at Charlotte’s 2015 Queen City Earth Fest on April 22.  The event offered 
fun, meaningful and diverse opportunities to learn about sustainable living. 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty
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Continued from page 11 

Youth Education: Youth education featured a Soils Field Day for 130 third graders.  The children had a great time studying composting 

and soils and learned how to plant a cabbage.  Seed planting was the topic presented to 139 first graders at Hawk Ridge Elementary School.  It is 

never too early to get the kids in the garden. 

Internal Education:  Our Internal Education committee has provided us with some excellent educational opportunities.  Our monthly 

meeting speakers have been:  April-Terry Baucom, hybridizer of daylilies; May-Sam Flemming, aquaponics; June-Libby Mack, Mecklenburg City 

Beekeepers Association, and July-Ed David, Mellichamp Terrace at UNCC.  Our annual Tomato Fest was held at our July meeting.  We enjoyed 

some delicious tomatoes with all the toppings.  We also have had a great time on some exciting field trips to such places as Mushroom Mountain in 

Easley, SC, Mr. Maple in Flat Rock, and Foothills Nursery in Mt. Airy. 

Communications:  The communication committee has partnered with The Charlotte Observer to publish a weekly garden calendar.  This 

has proved to be very beneficial to our organization in that thousands of people are reading our name every week in the paper.  The publicity has 

created more interest in our programs as well as increased the demand for our speakers. 

Demonstration Gardens:  Our demonstration gardens are gearing up for appearances at home and garden tours.  Our Independence 

Demonstration Garden will be on the Elizabeth Home and Garden Tour on October 4 and 5.  The Freedom Park Demonstration Garden will be on 

the Dilworth Home and Garden Tour on September 12 from 11:00-6:00.  New irrigation systems have been built into each garden which has really 

helped with our dry conditions. 

 

Moore County -Submitted by Dr. Gloria Polakof  

Moore County Master Gardeners are preparing for a great new class of Master Gardeners.  We emphasize sustainable and organic meth-
ods of gardening in the Sandhills.  We have a Mentor relationship set up to encourage “new bees” to get more involved.  

Our Social Media has become a second Help Line for gardeners around the world, answering questions on line about various gardening topics on 
the internet, writing Blogs, and now magazines.   

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NCMGMooreCnty?ref=tn_tnmn 

Blog: http://mooredirt.wix.com/mooredirt#!blog1/c11h2  

We have formed an excellent Leadership Writing Team that reports on regular gardening articles in a local magazine called “Sand & Pine”.  To 
head this group, we have Lara Rauschert-McFarland, Kathy Dixon, Dolores Muller, Crystal Lowes, Tiffany Teeter and Gloria Polakof.  

We’re expanding our efforts to educate gardeners by utilizing YouTube.   Our educational endeavor is designed to enhance the public's gardening 
quality of life and to promote good stewardship of the environment.  Taylor Williams, Extension Agent will take the lead in our activities to demon-
strate gardening techniques and diagnose common insect and disease problems.   

 
Our Master Gardeners have also been given the challenge to design and develop the area around the District Attorney ’s Office in Moore 
County.   This is a great opportunity to showcase our talents, knowledge of plants & educate the public on what plants work best in this type of 
environment. Plus this keeps the community aware of our dedication to keeping North Carolina beautiful and the correct principles of design and 
horticulture.   

 

   

  New Sign at Farmers Market    Tomato Fest At July Meeting 
The Independence Demonstration Garden will be on the Dilworth Home 

and Garden Tour in September  

https://www.facebook.com/NCMGMooreCnty?ref=tn_tnmn
http://mooredirt.wix.com/mooredirt#!blog1/c11h2
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                   New President Amy Rozycki  (Moore County)                   VP Ira Rozycki  (Moore County )  
         Newly elected Officers for Moore County 

 

Union County Submitted by Barb Apelian 

New Agent Each year we solicit Union County high schools and offer 
a scholarship opportunity.  This year a $500 scholarship was awarded, to 
James Bernash, a senior at CATA (Central Academy of Technology and 
Arts).  James will be attending NC State University this fall. MG Diana 
Garmon presented the award in May. 
 

4H Summer Camp - MG Sonia  McElveen ran another successful 

4H camp program in early summer.  Lucky participants experience a 

week in nature’s wonderland. Campers learned about bees, bugs, butter-

flies, worms and local foods.  There were field trips where they got to walk 

the trails and learn about what makes a forest a forest.  They made natu-

ral tie-dyed t-shirts and homemade pickles.  When activities took place in 

our Teaching Garden, campers would grab a snack on fresh juicy ripe 

raspberries.  When they weren’t busy trekking outdoors they were busy 

creating things like natural tie-dyed t-shirts and homemade pickles.  By 

the end of each day, both instructors and kids were duly worn out. Thank 

you to tall the MG’s who helped out too. 

Tomato contest 
- MG Fran Lynn has 
been helping students 
at Cuthbertson High 
by testing tomatoes 
varieties grown as 
part of their Green-
house/Agriculture 
program.  This helps 
them decide which 
varieties to focus on. 
Don’t they look deli-
cious? 
 

UCMG Scholar-
ship – Each year we solicit Union County high schools and offer a 
scholarship opportunity.  This year a $500 scholarship was awarded, to 
James Bernash, a senior at CATA (Central Academy of Technology and 
Arts).  James will be attending NC State University this fall. MG Diana 
Garmon presented the award in May. 

 

Ongoing Events- Thanks to the volunteers who staff our “Grow Line” 

fielding questions on all types of gardening related issues.  It’s amazing 

what you learn from the questions that come in and the interesting people 

you get to meet via phone and email.  The farmer’s markets have all been 

busy and MGs maintain a presence spreading the word about all we have 

to offer.  Work continues on our new Heritage Trail.  Local Boy Scout 

troops are helping clear the trails as we prepare the beds for select native 

plants. 

Upcoming Events – Hard to believe it’s that time already, but 
thanks to our plant sale committee, our bulb sale is underway and we are 
“potting up” for our fall plant sale.  We’ve also had a lot of interest in Rain 
Barrels, which is nice to see.   Orientation class for the upcoming Master 
Gardener classes will be held on August 15th.  Classes begin on August 
29th. Other volunteers are gearing up for “After School” programs.  We 
support six elementary schools in Union County and teach everything 
from birds and bees to composting and trees.   Everyone goes home from 
school knowing the state flower and bird.  It’s a lot of fun for both the kids 
and the volunteers. 
 

 
 
Important News:   

  
The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is 
requiring all poultry owners, regardless of the number of birds, 
to register for an NCFarmID number. This will facilitate the depart-
ment in alerting poultry owners about an 
outbreak, especially owners in close prox-
imity to a positive farm. Information gath-
ered through NCFarmID registration is 
used solely for animal health purposes. 
This critical data will provide animal health 
officials with necessary contact information 
in case of an animal health concern, and 
help identify animals and premises that 
may have been affected. For more infor-
mation about avian influenza and the de-
partment's response plans, go to: www.ncagr.gov/avianflu . 

   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VAZqyCpvyXzVhd5ahjpx8DxGZdWKxT00AC01WMD_moEdc20T9bd-bkowTzERTEkQGINu0oZtrokGZ9QqdL9axLkw7cc9x2LRFYbMyfft2Bi3-2UlU7hqcYvB2NOmS5wBJkah-dp5525yJgV8PCNi8kVUzn5R5gGWvtoeGeIywGBwEuHvm7_IfwfNsvKVXzic-21AJHrVY8nCxkT84bmtTW-dKPrZdzla0nPx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VAZqyCpvyXzVhd5ahjpx8DxGZdWKxT00AC01WMD_moEdc20T9bd-bkowTzERTEkQ2r31S4NhB_F8SLafggkQecb_sC83y8zizCo1cRfpr5_rndkLJm6hwIPCCfQjipD0XSDd9cLE9hIiBVoIxXQuC_04ykBzfR_Ufz16lT64yHdsJ-F84XUdlCIYSASZrZZJmKgxr9qYHEaivYeaf6qt7oM3hx4H_KOmDEqs


 14 

 

 Southeast District 
Brenda Clayton, Margery Pearl  Co-District Reporter 
Bladen,Brunswick, Carteret, Columbus,Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover, 

Onslow,Pamlico, Pender, Robeson, Sampson, Wayne, Wilson. 

Bladen County Submitted by Joan Taylor 
 
Spring and Summer Plant Sales 
The EMGV’s Spring Plant sales that were held in April and May were a 
great success. With the great turnout this year, the Spring plant sales 
were extended to included additional days. The month of July included 
our Summer plant sale that was completed on the 17th at the annual 
“Christmas in July” event. This event is held each year at the Bladen 
County Cooperative Extensive Agency located at 459 Smith Circle in 
Elizabethtown. In addition to the quality plants available, those attending 
could also find arts, crafts and lunch! 

 
Spring Plant Sale (Bladen County) 
 

Draped Concrete Planter Presentation 
Appreciation is extended to EMGV’s Bill and Bobbie who opened up their 
home for the May monthly meeting.  The evening included food, a tour of 
Bill and Bobbie’s garden and a demonstration in making a draped con-
crete planter. Bobbie completed the excellent demonstration and an-
swered questions from the group. Family members, friends and potential 
EMGV’s were also invited. It was a wonderful evening of fellowship and 
learning. Thanks, Bill and Bobbie! 

 
EMGV Draped Concrete Planter Presentation (Bladen County) 
 
Diagnostic Clinic and Trainings 
Bladen County Extension Agent, Bruce Mclean is providing Diagnostic 
Clinics and trainings from May through August. The Diagnostic Clinic is 
an opportunity to teach EMGV’s how to identify, collect and diagnose 
problems in the landscape. The Diagnostic Clinic will be the first and third 
Thursdays starting May 21st and running through August 20th. The clinic 
times will be 4:00pm-6:00pm. Bladen County residents as well as 
EMGV’s are invited to bring samples to the diagnostic clinic. EMGV train-
ings will follow each clinic and the hours will be 6:00pm-7:30pm.  If you 
have any questions about the diagnostic clinic or trainings, please contact 
Extension Agent, Bruce McLean at http://bladen.ces.ncsu.edu 

 
Agent Bruce McLean leading a Diagnostic Clinic Training (Bladen County) 

Brunswick County Submitted by Mary Dixon 
 
Fall Online Plant Sale 
The May plant sale was a huge success, thanks to great publicity which 
brought out large crowds for the event.   Coordinating with local HOA/POA 
publications and newsletters helped spread the word.  The plant sale 
featured natives and other plants that thrive in coastal North Carolina. Net 
profit from the plant sale was $5,925.00.  A plant sale survey was sent to 
MG members for their comments.   
 
 
The Fall Online Plant Sale will be held August 10th through September 
13th.  Check out the wide selection of plants including evergreens, flower-
ing shrubs, grasses and popular perennials, specially selected to thrive in 
our coastal area.  Full color photos and plant descriptions are available on 
our website,  ww.bcmgva.org.  Here you can place your order, using Pay-
Pal or a major credit card.  Plant pick-up will be September 30 – October 
2, at the Brunswick County Extension Office in Bolivia. 

 

It’s All About the Soil - Advanced Vegetable Growing Training 
Each month has brought new learning for this pilot project.  We began by 
testing the mulch/soil from the landfill.  Sulfur was added to bring the PH 
down from 7.2 to the 6.4 to 6.8 range preferable for vegetables.  Although 
a soil test does not measure nitrogen present, when our tomatoes, squash 
and pepper plants struggled, it was clear the nutrient was needed.  When 
adding Blood Meal proved ineffective,  a high nitrogen fertilizer was 
used.  Within a few weeks. plants began to thrive! 
 
 
While other vegetables struggled, the Asparagus Beans never skipped a 
beat as they wound their way up a 7 foot trellis among Cosmos, planted to 
attract pollinators to the garden.  Beans 
and other legumes are perfect crops for 
new soil because they have a symbiotic 
relationship with soil-dwelling bacte-

ria.  The bacteria take gaseous nitrogen 
from the air in the soil and feed this nitro-
gen to the beans; in exchange the plant 
provides carbohydrates to the bacte-
ria.  Consequently, the legume cover crops 
"fix" the nitrogen, enriching the soil for the 
next crop.  This success led planting beans 
and other legumes in additional beds. 
 
           Brunswick County 

mailto:tpearl002@gmail.com
http://bladen.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://www.bcmgva.org/
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Continued from page 14 
 
Large numbers of the dreaded Leaf-Footed Bug was spotted in one of 
the garden beds.  Nymphs are bright red and cluster together making 
them easy to catch.  No pesticide necessary for this pest, just put a plas-
tic bag over the cluster and shake until they fall into the bag.  Individual 
adults can be hand-caught, too.  This large bug can devastate a crop of 
developing tomatoes by causing discolored blemishes.  Puncturing of 
fruit also allows secondary pathogens to enter, causing rotting.  Other 
crops affected are citrus fruits, pecans, apples, peaches, pears, 
plums,  blueberry, blackberries, beans, bell pepper, corn, cucurbits, egg-
plant, and squash. 
These garden beds are surrounded by a 6 foot wire fence designed to 
discourage local deer from wandering through and harvesting the pro-
duce prematurely.  Cucumber were planted along the fence to maximize 
productivity of the small garden space. 
  
Leaffooted bug eggs are laid end to end in strands.) 

 
 
 
 

Carteret County Submitted by Marie Roberts 
 
No matter what our credentials are, gardening is not an exact science.  I 
began last winter’s article with “After several months of heavy 
rain”.  Today I begin with “After many weeks of high wind and drought 
conditions, we have been blessed with rain gladly received.  I can water 
plants for weeks and they look okay, but when they get rain they come 
alive and flourish!” 
 

New Extension Director   
 
That is also a good way to describe our EMGV programs across the 
state --- with volunteers, they flourish.  In the absence of an Extension 
Director, our programs have continued successfully with positive results 
due to dedicated volunteers.  On July 1st, a new Director, Shawn Banks, 
came to Carteret County.  Rumor has it he’s swamped but already mak-
ing innovative changes so that we can operate more efficiently.  We 
welcome Shawn to our family and look forward to assisting him every 
possible way! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beaufort Historic Site 
We are very fortunate to be partnering with the Beaufort Historic Site, 
where we have installed demonstration gardens. After much research, 
the 1778 Leffer’s Garden and the Apothecary Garden, of a similar time 
period, have been planted according to time and setting appropriate-
ness. 
 

Propagation Area 
We also have a Propagation Area on the Site where EMGVs develop 
skills at propagating plants, give educational programs to the public and 
sell plants with profits going to the Historic Site.  A long term goal has 
been reached this year by finalizing a printed waterproof label with plant 
specific details rather than having to write them, etc.  Many different 
labels have been used but nothing truly acceptable until this year. Our 
thanks goes to Stacy Lucker and Janie Taylor --- two hardworking 
EMGVs who have worked on this project in all phases until they got it 
RIGHT!  We used the labels at this year’s Porch Day/ Plant Sale where 
they performed beautifully.  It was hot and windy which means the plants 
were watered frequently yet labels stayed looking fresh and reada-
ble.  Mission accomplished, ladies! 
 

Aquarium Garden/Pine Knoll Shores 
Probably like you, we are arriving earlier to work in our demonstration 
gardens before it gets too hot, and completing the work earlier than usu-
al.  The Aquarium garden has been finalizing their check list with our 
volunteers, who then retire to the beach for a little social time!  This 
group has done a great job and our sign designating the area as a 
EMGV project is proudly displayed out front where you enter the Aquari-
um.  Visit the Website 

Recognition from Director Shawn Banks to Ginger Fulcher for volunteer 
hours. 

6 ft. wire fence keeps the deer out. 

http://www.ncaquariums.com/pine-knoll-shores
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Continued from page 15 

Recent Events 
Our Garden Tour and Luncheon on June 11th was enjoyed by all with the 
Ginny Welton Award recipient announced and officers inducted with 
Shawn Banks making his first appearance.  A new project has begun with 
the Beaufort Farmers’ Market where EMGVs set up a table once a month 
to answer questions, sell gloves and hand out gardening infor-
mation.  Our historian, Linda Holleman, STAYS hard at work creating a 
record of all events and projects. She’s one of a kind!   

 

Craven County Submitted by Judi Lloyd 

Dancing Bears of Craven County Ag Center Gardens 
 
Anyone who makes a trip to the approximately 5 acres of gardens located 
at Craven County’s Cooperative Extension Office will be in for a 
treat!  CCEMGVs work each week to keep the plants identified and the 
garden weeded, edged, trimmed and mulched; a truly never ending bat-
tle.  One of them happened upon an article in a gardening magazine with 
a beautiful oil painting of bears dancing in a woodland setting.  The bears 
were colorful, had great expressions and made the whole painting 
pop.  Taken with the article, the gardener cut it out and introduced it to 
the membership.   

New Bern is the sister city to Bern, Switzerland; Bern means bear.  Bears 
are a common sight around the city of New Bern and Craven County, so 
why not create statuary of colorful bears for the grounds?  How to build 
them?  What will the cost be? Who will install them? What would the 
maintenance be?  All of these  needed to be addressed, as well as the 
search for a craftsman to turn the painting into a reality. 

The year 2014 came along and so did a craftsman and his son who 
worked with rolled steel and baked-in color such as found on cars.  After 
seeing the picture, they began the work of creating 5 individual frolicking 
colorful bears that could be installed on metal posts and create a ring of 
dancing bears in bright red, yellow and gold that would withstand the 
weather and become a welcoming focal point for the gardens entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symposium of January 2015, the perfect opportunity to raise funds for the 
bears!  The membership voted to proceed, the craftsmen were given the 
go ahead and in early April of 2015, the grounds committee saw the first 
miniature sample of the Dancing Bears.   
The 5 beautiful dancing bears arrived, each weighing about 45 lbs and 
needing to be installed permanently in the ground to form a dancing cir-
cle. Posthole digger, muscles, sweat and a sledgehammer made it hap-
pen! 
Our Dancing Bears are a joyous addition to the public garden. They are 
colorful and happy creatures that make everyone smile as they enter the 
area. The grounds committee will continue to work the area with flowers 
and shrubs to make the bears look more at home in the future. 
Beauty, fun and knowledge are what  public gardens instill to all who dare 
to enter. The bears don’t bite, but you might leave with a warm hug and 
the secrets of our beautiful garden! 

 

 

Greene County Submitted by Assistant Ag Agent, Roy 
Thagard, Jr. 

Greene Community Garden- Producing Food For The 
Local Community 
 
As summer produce has ripened, many reap the delicious-tasting fresh 
produce from their home gardens.  Greene County Community Garden 
recently had a harvest day for the local food bank and senior cen-
ter.  Over three bushels of tomatoes were collected, and 20 pounds of 
yard long string beans were donated to Interfaith of Greene County so 
that those in need would have fresh produce for their families.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

Tomatoes and yard long string from Greene Community Garden. (Greene 
County) 

 
The Master Gardeners of Greene County recently hosted a beginning 
beekeepers class.  Fifteen individuals participated in the class.  After 
completing this 8-week class, graduates were each given 3 pounds of 
Italian honeybees and a box with frames and wax to house the 
bees.  Greene County Master Gardeners have noticed that many who are 
interested in becoming beekeepers will drop out of beekeeping within the 
first 2 years.  Therefore, these Master Gardeners are giving each partici-
pant supplies and a mentor to work with who will help the novice bee-
keeper as he or she gets started.   
 

Johnston County- Submitted by Griffin David Lockett 
 
NCEMGVA 
State Association Membership is at 67% and increasing! 
 
Annual Plant Sale Exceeds Expectations! 
Our annual plant sale, held on May 16 at the Johnston County Agricultur-
al Center.  In addition to wonderfully grown plants from Master Garden-
ers’ own gardens, a yard sale of gently used and handmade items great 
for garden use, such as tools, planters, ornaments, and birdhouses, was 
included.  The sale was a huge success with many unusual and native 
plants, increased volunteer participation, and double the previous year’s 
profit!   

 
Shawn Banks Gone to Sand and Surf 
In May, the very knowledgeable, humorous, and generous leader of our 
EMGV program, Shawn Banks,  accepted the position of  County Exten-
sion Director and Horticulture Agent in Carteret County.  For 10 years, he 
had served Johnston County well as the Consumer Horticulture 
agent.  Our loss is Carteret’s gain and we wish him much success at the 
Crystal Coast.  Jeff Morton,  retired Onslow County Horticulture agent, 
has begun working part-time until a new agent is hired. Our many pro-
grams of community service and program support will continue because 
of the great leadership, knowledge, and inspiration of Shawn, and now 
Jeff. 
 

 

The 5 beautiful dancing bears  
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Continued from page 16 
Lakeview Daylily Farm Trip! 
On June 2nd, 15 EMGVs, our Interim Agent  and our County Director, 

took an educational road trip to the Lakeview Daylily Farm in Garner to 

learn first hand from leading authority, Noel Weston.  Owners and grow-

ers Noel and Molly Weston propagate unique grafted blueberry plants, a 

variety of unusual conifers, and 1000 varieties of daylilies, as well as 

other plants!   Many EMGvs took home several generous clumps of gor-

geous daylilies, at great prices, to enhance their own landscapes. Check 

it out at: http://www.weston-farms.com/daylilies/   It’s well worth a road 

trip of your own!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lakeview Daylily Farm Trip! (Johnston County) 

Not Your Typical Community Garden! 
To anyone visiting the Clayton Community Garden, it’s obvious that those 
involved have vision and a mission.  The Garden was founded by Horti-
culture Agent Shawn Banks five years ago as the hands-on learning 
experience for the Gardening A-Z course taught at the Clayton Communi-
ty Center.  Now taught by EMGVs in ten week intervals year round, the 
course is designed to teach homeowners how to grow their own food 
according to NCSU best practices. 
 
The Garden has grown exponentially with each succeeding class.  This 
year, grateful students funded the installation of a deer fence encom-
passing present, and future, garden space!  Used for an After School 
Program, the Garden allows students to learn how to grow their own food 
while practicing math skills and experiencing volunteerism. Carefully 
measured by volunteers, the produce harvested from the Garden is do-
nated to Clayton Area Ministries.  Leading a tour as part of our July meet-
ing, Roy Lewis, the EMG responsible for the continued success of the A-
Z Course and the Garden, highlighted the evolution of the garden as a 
learning center with plans for a whimsical art area designed by the Girl 
Scouts, pollinator gardens, bee hives, and expansion of the vegetable 
gardens.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snow Peas Grown by After School Program Students (Johnston County) 

Onslow County Submitted by Marge Waslicki 
 
Summer Social 
Our annual summer social was held June 26 and was on schedule to be 
the first event held in our Discovery Gardens.  However, because of in-
clement weather, we moved the festivities to the shelter of the Farmers 
Market.  As usual the food was provided by the Master Gardeners, enter-
tainment was provided by the New River Harmony Chorus and everyone 
had a wonderful time.  We were able to enjoy the view of the Discovery 
Gardens and walk in the gardens after the social. 
 

Discovery Gardens 
Thanks to a grant, eleven benches were purchased for the Discovery 
Gardens.  The benches are being used for Growing Minds and will be 
permanently installed in the gardens after additional construction is com-
pleted. 
 
Thanks to EMGV Amy Borsay for designing the planting bed at the en-
trance circle of our Discovery Gardens. Her design has been installed 
around our entrance sculpture.   

 
Newly planted entrance circle (Onslow County) 
 
A summer vegetable garden was planted in the demonstration raised bed 
garden. 
In July, we have harvested twenty or more pounds of produce each week 
from the demonstration beds, first fruits of our garden! 
 
A summer vegetable garden was 
planted in the demonstration raised 
bed garden.  In July, we have harvest-
ed twenty or more pounds of produce 
each week from the demonstration 
beds, first fruits of our garden! 
 

Growing Minds Project 
Our Growing Minds Project is thriv-
ing.  This year we are on course to 
reach out to over 800 students and 
over 80 adults.  The third graders 
come from local schools, home 
schools, and day camps and are ex-
posed to hands-on learning activities 
involving seeds/plants, pollinating, 
composting, water quality, farm production and even snakes.  The object 
is to help the students realize that food does not come from store 
shelves, expose them to the natural world and instill a concern for the 
environment. 
 

 
Summer Gardening Series 
Due to demand, the Cooperative Extension and EMGVs are offering a 
Summer Gardening Series. Classes will be held on topics such as soil 
preparation, fall vegetable gardening, growing fruit in Onslow County, 
landscaping for homeowners, composting, and the use and maintenance 
of garden equipment.  These evening classes will be taught by our Coun-
ty Extension Agent and the Extension Master Gardener Volunteers. 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weston-farms.com%2Fdaylilies%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFm-eLVzGb9OVuw_OqdKghPdmqo3Q
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Pender County Submitted by Nancy Heide 

New Officers 
Pender County EMGVs continue to have a very interesting and varied 
program.  New officers for the 2015-2016 year were installed in 
June:  Margaret Gannon, President; Maureen Spataro, Vice President; 
Joye Clontz, Secretary; and Ken Krug returns as Treasurer.   
 

New Officers (Pender County) 

 
Plant Sale 
The Spring Plant Sale in April was very successful in spite of a rainy 
second day.  One of the highlights of the event was a presentation on 
Square Foot Gardening by Tim Mathews, Pender County Extension 
Agent.  The emphasis of the Spring Sale was vegetables and garden 
plants whereas the Fall Plant Sale (September 11 and 12 at the United 
Methodist Church in Hampstead) will concentrate on fall perennials 
and woody ornamentals.   

 
Guest Speakers 
Our monthly meetings have featured interesting guest speakers.  In 

May, Ted Wilgis, Coastal Education Coordinator of the North Carolina 

Coastal Federation, discussed the need to protect coastal lands and 

restore wetlands. In June Russell E. Gray, a woodturner, demonstrated 

his craft and displayed some of the beautiful wooden bowls that he has 

created - all from local trees.  The Speakers Bureau offered several 

informative sessions to the public.  Sandra Brown and Steve Bundy led 

a propagation class.  Sandra taught another on drought tolerant 

plants.  Nancy Parra-Ash spoke about the selection of Japanese Ma-

ples.  She will follow up with a discussion on winter care of Japanese 

Maples in September. 

 

 

 

Ask a Master Gardener 
EMGVs who man the Ask a Master Gardener tables provide gardening 
information and answer questions from the public throughout the summer 
at the Poplar Grove Farmers Market in Hampstead, at the Surf City Sum-
mer Market, and at the Pender County Library in Hampstead.  Copies of 
the newly revised edition of our Zone 8 Garden by the Month - a month by 
month calendar of “tips, reminders and information for gardening and land-
scaping in Coastal North Carolina” - are available at these markets and by 
contacting the extension office at www.pender.ces.ncsu.edu. 
 

Wayne County Submitted by Brenda Carter 
 

Witherspoon Roses Field Trip 
Busy, busy here in Wayne County, and oh so hot 
too.  Gardening has to be done early or late. A trip to 
Sarah P. Duke and Witherspoon Rose Nursery by about 
15 of our EMGVs was enjoyed by all. Witherspoon is a 
wonderful place to visit even if you don’t buy anything. 

The owners rolled out the Red Carpet and made us feel right at home. 
Gave a lecture on growing roses and introduced us to many of their roses 
new and old. The owners then had a question and answer time to help with 
our inquisitive minds. This truly was a very interesting visit and much was 
learned. They have 59 years experience in growing and breeding roses. 
They tend over 2500 rose gardens over NC and SC. Fresh bare root plants 
are dug from the vast fields of California, where the growing season is 
much longer and blackspot is nonexistent. Witherspoon offers a wide se-
lection including Hybrid Teas, Grandifloras, Floribundas, English Roses, 
Polyanthus, Shrubs, Climbers, Miniatures and Tree Roses. 
 
Upon arrival in late January, the bare root rose bushes are immediately 
transferred to a cool, climate controlled storage area. This unique facility 
helps to maintain the bushes in a dormant state. Bareroot planting is done 
January through March when the weather is very cool and the plants can 
continue their dormant state, while developing a sturdy root system. As 
warmer weather approaches, plants are transferred into containers and 
sold as potted roses through the spring. Many "Witherspoon roses" are pre
-ordered and planted into private gardens maintained by Witherspoon. 
Others are purchased, planted and cared for by the home gardener. 
 

Duke Garden Field Trip 
Sarah P. Duke Gardens needs no introduction.  I need to only say that you 
can go every year and learn something new each time.  Nothing really ever 
stays the same.  It’s just a beautiful garden to visit. There are so many 
wonderful ideas to use in our own gardens. 
 

Leaf Casting Class 
In June we had a leaf casting class put on by our fund raising commit-
tee.  Monica Holmes, Phyllis Sutton, Linda & Charles Mclendon taught a 
group of enthusiastic EMGVs and home gardeners how to make their own 
leaf casting.  What a fun time for everyone! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Leaf Casting (Wayne County) 
 

Teaching Children 
July has been busy with all the demonstration gardens being maintained 
and the 4-H groups being taught about gardening - sowing seeds, planting, 
composting and worms and insects in the garden. Margaret Baddour, Jo-
anne Gutherie, Virginia Pickles, Cathy Green and Charles Mclendon have 
been busy teaching the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd  graders.  Kids are like sponges; 
they just soak up everything. Ted Wilgis (Pender County) 

GUEST SPEAKER 

http://www.pender.ces.ncsu.edu.
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Continued 

Manning and Maintaining   
We are working hard manning the Plant Clinic answering questions and busy 
maintaining our demonstration gardens out at the fairgrounds along with our 
other demo gardens. It will be fair time before we know it! 
 

Wilson County Submitted by Sandy Goetz 

Wilson Botanical Garden Tours 
The Wilson Botanical Gardens (WBG) has become so popular that a more 
formal tour scheduling system has been set up.  Several Wilson County 
EMGVs have been trained to give the garden tour.  We have already hosted 
dozens of groups this year.  If your group would be interested in a tour, con-
tact Cyndi Lauderdale (252-237-0113) for more information.   
 

Elementary School Tours 
Also visiting our Gardens during April were hundreds of students from local 

elementary schools.  Five stations were set up so that the students could 

experience hands-on activities with trees, herbs, soil, planting, pollinators, 

and compost. We offer this program every spring to third grade classes in the 

county  
 

Children’s Secret Garden 
There is a new attraction in the Children’s Secret Garden - Uncle 

George!  Uncle George is a 230 pound cement turtle added to educate visi-

tors about the Eastern Box Turtle, our NC State Reptile. 

 
Wilson Winter Lights 
The Wilson County EMGVs are already busy preparing for our Wilson Winter 
Lights event.  This year’s event will be held December 3-6 from 6:00-9:00 pm 
each night.  Plans are already in progress for an even bigger and better 
event than last year.  For more details, go to wilsonbotanicalgardens.org  or 
friend us on Facebook. 
 

Junior Master Gardeners 
A Junior Master Gardener Class is 
now going on at the Wilson Botanical 
Gardens.  Our summer intern is edu-
cating children in horticulture and envi-
ronmental science through creative 
activities while having fun. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each new Junior MG received a Certificate (Wilson County) 

Wilson Botanical Gardens Photo Competition 
The Wilson Botanical Gardens is now sponsoring a photo competition. 

Adults and children can submit original photographic prints from imag-

es taken at the WBG during May through July. Details are available on 

the WBG website. 

STEM Garden 
The newest garden at the WBG is the STEM garden. This garden will 

incorporate elements of STEM programs including science equipment, 

engineering components in the design and equipment, mathematical 

models and technology for use by students here in Wilson and in sur-

rounding counties. It will provide a platform for “green” design, includ-

ing the use of recycled materials, solar and wind power and water 

conservation/reuse. Our plant collections will be expanded with the 

addition of bog and dwarf conifer plants. We also hope to showcase 

art and components made by local and regional artists, engineers and 

inventors. The event space will provide a formal garden setting for 

weddings, memorial services and other events. Completion of Phase I 

is scheduled for December, 2015. 

 

The most noteworthy thing about 

gardeners is that they are always 

optimistic, always enterprising, and never 

satisfied.  They always look forward to 

doing something better than they have 

ever done before. 

- Vita Sackville-West, 1892 - 1962 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul James is our Keynote Speaker at the  

2015 NCEMGVA Conference  

Details are found at 

 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/ 

 

"Just before the death of flowers, 

And before they are buried in snow, 

There comes a festival season 

When nature is all aglow." 
-   Author Unknown 

wilsonbotanicalgardens.org
http://www.wilsonbotanicalgardens.com/
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2012507
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2012507
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West District 
Betty Lockwood District Reporter  
Avery,  Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell,  Cherokee, Clay, Cleveland, Eastern Band Cherokee Indians, Graham 

Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain,  

Transylvania, Watauga, Yancy. 

The April Burke County Master Gardeners meeting had 50 members and guests pre-

sent.   

 

A sophomore student from Freedom High school made a presentation on a prayer/

meditation garden she is developing as a project for her Girl Scouts Gold Award.  Burke 

County Master Gardeners will provide consultation and assistance with the project.  

Final details were announced for the Association’s trip to Big Bloomers in Sanford later 

in the month.  Big Bloomers Plant Farm 

 

The April meeting program was a presentation on peonies by the owner of Mike’s 

Greenhouse. 

Cleveland County Submitted by Cindy 
Cabaniss 
 
For our April meeting, EMGV Chris Huffman presented a 
very interesting program, “Wild Foodsand Medicinals found 
in Cleveland County, North Carolina”. Members received a 
list of some of 
the common edibles/medicinals and were invited to enjoy 
some treats made from the wild foods.  EMGV Holly Greene 
and EMGV Sarah McGinnis received door prizes donated 
by Doug Elliot, a 
speaker at the Rutherford County Spring Garden School. 
 
Also during our April Meeting we elected our first slate of 
officers. We are so happy to now have 
a large enough group to actually have officers! President - 
Dotty Leatherwood, Vice President - 
Carol Sepaugh, Secretary - Judy Hawkins, Treasurer - 
Kathy Walker.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May, we held our Second Annual Plant Sale, which was a 
huge success. Members are already gathering items and 
plants for next year's sale. We are hoping each year to have 
a bigger and better sale. 
 
For our June meeting, we toured four gardens here in 
Cleveland County, ending with a delicious covered dish 
luncheon at EMGV Peggy Goforth's beautiful home.  
Also in June, several members attended a field trip to the 
Lake Lure Flowering Bridge located in neighboring Ruther-
ford County. We hope to go back again because the bridge 
is always 
changing as the seasons change. 

 

Burke County Submitted by Ed Morse 

The May meeting was highlighted by news that the 2nd annual plant sale was a big 

success with a realized profit slightly over last year’s sale.   

Donna Teasley, Extension Agent and Association Advisor, announced the upcoming 

need for volunteers for the Drexel and Burke Fairs and the 4H Craft Day.   

 

The Grounds Committee announced a beautification day later in the month to contin-

ue work on beautifying the grounds at the Extension Office.  A new project was an-

nounced involving the Association’s assistance with raised beds for Habitat for Hu-

manity homes.  Left over plants from the May plant sale were contributed to the pro-

ject.  The May program was a presentation on winter squash by Amanda Taylor, 

Caldwell County Extension Agent. 

June was a busy month for the Association with the completion of a new fence 
around the community raised beds at the Extension Office.   The wooden fence will 
provide an attractive 
protection for the 
gar-
dens.  Collaborative 
relations with the 
Exploring Joara Foun-
dation continue this 
summer with mem-
bers planting the 8 
raised beds and 
providing educational 
presentations on the 
gardens to school and 
community groups.   

It was announced that 
the raised beds for Habitat for Humanity were completed through collaboration by the 
Association, teenage volunteers and Habitat families.   

Association President, Jim Richardson, informed the Association that Western Pied-
mont Community College is willing to share stor-
age space owned by the College adjacent to the 
Extension Office property.   

The June program was a presentation on blueber-
ry and raspberry farming by Perry’s Berries, a 
local agribusiness. 

 

 

 

mailto:betty.lockwood0927@gmail.com
mailto:bettylockwood0927@gmail.com?subject=email
mailto:http://www.bigbloomersflowerfarm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mikes-Greenhouse/273996875976369
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mikes-Greenhouse/273996875976369
http://www.perrysberrys.com/
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Continued 

The demonstration garden has been challenged during what appears to be a 
drought in Cleveland County. EMGVs have signed up for watering duty 
through the remainder of the summer. The area will continue to be planted 
as early fall arrives. This is also true for the memorial garden on the Cleve-
land County Fairgrounds. This project is approved by the donating family 
and EMGV’s will begin work before the start of the 2015 Fair. 
 
EMGV’s and the Horticulture Agent Julie Flowers have been busy judging 
gardens planted by 4H students. Everyone agrees that the effort and work 
from these young people has produced some of the best garden 
areas seen. 
 
Various EMGV's continue to spread the word about Master Gardeners and 
other various topics on Saturdays at the Shelby Farmer's Market and the 
Kings Mountain Farmer's Market. We are hoping to have some great new 
volunteers for our upcoming Cleveland County Master Gardening Class 
which begins September 15. 
 

Henderson County Submitted by Betty Lockwood 

It hardly seems right for those of us living in the mountains to be complaining 
about the heat – those of you living down in the “flatlands” will think us really 
wimpy when we wilt at 90 degrees!  However the past few months have 
been unusually warm for this area and have called for special attention to 
keeping our bodies and our plants hydrated. Work days in the gardens start 
earlier in the morning, to take advantage of the cooler temperatures. 

Memorial Day weekend we pitched our tent on Main Street in Hendersonville 
for the annual Garden Jubilee Festival.  Our EMGV’s staff the tent from 9 to 
6 each day and keep very busy, answering questions from the public, pro-
moting our local gardening guide and selling the ever-popular garden gloves 
(our main source of fundraising). 

The first Sunday of each month sees our column in the local newspaper, 
along with color photos, a list of garden chores for the month, and a link to 
our Info Line. Topics recently have included growing tomatoes, caring for 
perennials and planting a back door herb garden. 

Bountiful Harvest Community Garden keeps one large triangular bed in the 
middle of the area to demonstrate organic vegetable gardening techniques. 
Everything produced from this plot is donated to a local organization. For 
several years now, the donations – over 30 lbs. to date this year – have 
been given to Mainstay, an organization providing services to victims of 
domestic violence. The organization operates Dandelion Café, where clients 
learn the skills necessary to prepare them for jobs in the food service field. 
Many of us enjoy being able to support this worthwhile organization twice. 
Once when we donate the fresh organic vegetables, and again when we 
have lunch at the café and enjoy the great dishes prepared - with our vege-
tables! 

This year’s intern class is busy with phone duty (we 
call it Info Line), and becoming familiar with our gar-
dens.  It is always interesting to discover the special 
talents of these new additions to our group. They may 
start out repotting seedlings, weeding and deadhead-
ing. A few months later, they have become our go-to carpenter, designer of 
containers, dahlia guru or school garden mentor. 

Each month Extension Agent, Kerrie Roach, arranges for continuing educa-
tion in the form of speakers on various topics. Recent talks have included 
succulents and edible landscaping. 
Each month in the summer we continue to enjoy pot luck socials, combined 
with garden tours, at the homes of our EMGV’s. These are always popular 
events, and a chance to relax and chat with each other.  It is also proof that 
we do clean up very nicely for social occasions! 

Polk County Submitted by Jackie Weedon 

 
The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners, serving Polk County 
and northern Spartanburg County, SC, dedicated a new shade garden 
at the Polk County Cooperative Extension office on May 19th. Members 
created the garden, named “Vintage Vining”, in honor of John Vining, 
our recently retired Extension director. A specimen garden it includes a 
variety of his favorite shade plants. We also added an information box 
containing a list of the plants for passersby to take. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On June 13th, members gathered at the fascinating home of member 
Ann Allen for their spring potluck. Good food and good times ensued! 

 
Rutherford County Submitted by Nancy Milleman 

 
The Rutherford County EMGV’s have been engaged in multiple activi-
ties these past three months.  We toured Chimney Rock State Park 
and the Lake Lure Flowering Bridge in May, had our quarterly workday 
in our Demonstration Garden in June and on July 9th we attended a 
daylily hybridizing demonstration at Kirk and Nancy Milleman’s Daylily 
Garden in Rutherfordton.  Also, we’ve completed a Rutherford County 
Gardening Calendar for county residents. 
May 7th we hiked the Hickory Nut Falls Trail at Chimney Rock to view 
wildflowers and other native plants while headed to the base of the 
falls.  Our guide, Ron Lance, Park Naturalist, was very knowledgeable 
and answered our many questions during the tour. We observed for-
ests of oak, hickory, maple, beech, poplar, magnolias and basswood 
on our way.  Completed the day with a tour of the amazing Flowering 
Bridge in Lake Lure. The 155-foot bridge which spans the Rocky Broad 
River was formerly open to road traffic.  Now the bridge is open only to 
foot traffic and is covered with a beautiful array of plants from one end 
of the bridge to the other end.   
 

Our June 4th Work Day session in the Demonstration Garden  included 
fence building, dry creek bed digging, the ‘Centennial Garden’s mainte-
nance, containing Mexican Petunias in decorative painted, rusted cans, 
much watering and weeding, weeding, weeding!  We thank all of the 
EMGV’s who attended with special thanks to Eileen Irish, Nancy Ott, 
Ann Smith, Barbara Neuman, Larry and Sandra Hodges, for all of their 
hard work on a continuing basis. 
Our July meeting was held at the home of Kirk and Nancy Mil-
leman.  Nancy is a Rutherford EMGV.  She and her husband, Kirk, 
began backyard hybridizing of daylilies in 2013.    

 
 
 
 

What  we do as volunteers as an EMGV 

 

Extension Master Gardener volunteers teach people to garden success-

fully while making environmentally responsible decisions in their land-

scape conserving water, protecting water quality and reducing green 

waste. 



 22 

 

Continued 

This year their first seedlings began flowering.  Our group took a tour of their gardens and seedling beds and then listened to a presentation on 

how to hybridize daylilies. Nancy and Kirk discussed techniques they used in collecting and storing pollen.  The difference be-

tween diploids and tetraploids was emphasized.  Attributes of modern daylilies were demonstrated with a variety of daylily flow-

ers. 

Last year, EMGV Ramona Howell encouraged our group to produce a monthly gardening guide.   As a result the Rutherford 
County Gardening Calendars went on sale in July.  The calendars focus on month-by-month gardening instructions for 
Rutherford County and extended information on a specific gardening topics.  Rutherford County EMGV’s, Ramona Howell, 
Nancy Milleman, Lori Mayo, Sandra and Larry Hodges all contributed to the work of writing the guide.  Rutherford County Extension secretary 
Leslie Brown was indispensable in helping us compile the calendar. 
 
Our next Masters' Morning in August is a program on 'Trash to Treasure' learning how to reuse and repurpose materials for the garden & 
home.  We are sure to pick up some wonderful ideas from Rutherford EMGV’s, Barbara Neuman and Ramona Howell! 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 

Heirloom Tomato  

Workshop 336-703-2850  

20 21 22 

National Honey 

Bee Day 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

pawpaw Festival 

30 31      

August 2015 

 
 
Do you have an event you would like added to the NCEMGVA Website? 
 
Please Fill out this Form to have your Event Added to the Events Page 
  

http://form.jotform.us/form/51405421717145 

 

 

Amazing but True 

Each Year, North Carolina Master Gardener Volunteers: Log over 

200,000 volunteer hours, at a value of $4.2 million, and the equivalent of 

100 full time employees  

Each Year, North Carolina Master Gardener Volunteers: Provide more 

than 1,500 educational exhibits reaching a half-million people. 

Each Year, North Carolina Master Gardener Volunteers: Deliver nearly 

2,000 programs to groups across the state including 500 school pro-

grams. 

Each Year, North Carolina Master Gardener Volunteers: Make more 1.3 

million educational contacts. 

In North Carolina, there are more than 4,000 Extension Master Garden-

er volunteers. 

tel:336-703-2850
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2010421
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2010421
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1993075
http://form.jotform.us/form/51405421717145
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 
Protecting Pollinators 

13 
Protecting Pollinators 

14 
Protecting Pollinators 

15 
Protecting Pollinators 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 

 

22 
  Western Region Sympo-

sium 

 

 

23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

October 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Home Grown 

Gaston 

2 

Hypertufa 

Workshop 

3 

Forages Work-

shop 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

MGV Plant Sale 

12 

MGV Plant Sale 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 

2015 NCEMGVA Confer-

ence 

22 

2015 NCEMGVA 

Conference 

23 24 

14th Annual 

Gardening Gala 

25 26 

27 28 

 

29 30    

     

  

September 2015 

http://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?folder=PPOL
http://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?folder=PPOL
http://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?folder=PPOL
http://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?folder=PPOL
http://www.buncombemastergardener.org/regional-symposium/
http://www.buncombemastergardener.org/regional-symposium/
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2011337
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2011337
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2012507
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2012507
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tcP-mhnXrcanwR15ABjbmxdaFqqE-blKlBzKXcd_hz8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tcP-mhnXrcanwR15ABjbmxdaFqqE-blKlBzKXcd_hz8/viewform
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2011351
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-2011351
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1951929
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1951929
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1951929
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1951929
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1852570
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1852570
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Mary Conroy 

204 South Cliffdale Drive 

Winston  Salem  

North Carolina 27104 


